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"in the discharge of his duty". Prof. Vaswani1 who was in touch
with the Swami and who was present, at the court, testifies2 that
the Swami never assaulted the constable, but that on the other
hand, he, the Swami, was fairly severely assaulted by the latter for
having refused to move on whilst he was engaged in a conversa-
tion with a friend. The crowd believed implicitly in the inno-
cence of the Swami. And in its madness, it selected every Euro-
pean passer-by and everyone with a European hat for venting its
wrath. Among the Europeans assaulted was Mr. Price, M.L.A.
Whatever the provocation, however great the Swami's innocence
and whatever his status, the crowd had no business to lose
temper. Victory is impossible until we are able to keep our tem-
per under the gravest provocation. Calmness under fire is a sol-
dier's indispensable quality. A non-co-operator is nothing if he
cannot remain calm and unperturbed under a fierce fire of provo-
cation. We must lie on the bed chosen by us. We must not expect
the Government to remain calm in all circumstances. It has its
creed as we have ours. It is calm up to a point. It will sit still
so long as we seem to play. Its creed is to strike terror immediate-
ly we are serious. The Swami and his following were serious, and
the Government delivered the blow. It was at this stage that our
creed was put upon its trial and we failed. It is true but it is irrele-
vant, that Prof. Vaswani and other staunch workers tried to curb
the fury of the mob and even partly succeeded and prevented
worse things from happening. The fact that matters very much
is, that the crowd lost self-control at all. There was no occasion
for it to gather. Having gathered it ought to have remained cool-
humoured throughout. It was entitled to vent its anger by discard-
ing all foreign cloth, by making up its mind to turn to weaving and
picketing liquor shops. That would have been a death-blow to
the Government. As it was, its impotent rage was very near a
death-blow to the movement for which the crowd ostensibly stood.
There should be no mistake. There is no civil disobedience
possible, until the crowds behave like disciplined soldiers. And
we cannot resort to civil disobedience, unless we can assure every
Englishman that he is as safe in India as he is in his own home.
It is not enough that we give the assurance. Every Englishman
and Englishwoman must feel safe, not by reason of the bayonet
at their disposal but by reason of our living creed of non-vio-
lence. That is the condition not only of success but our own abi-

*T. L. Vaswani (1879-1966); sage from Sind; author; founder of Mira
Educational Institutions, Poona

2 In his letter to Price; vide Appendix I.